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Quagga Mussel  

(Dreissena rostriformis bugensis) 

 AlternaƟng dark and light stripes 

 Lighter in color near hinge 

 Rounder shell than zebra mussel 

 Two halves of shell form a                           

       wavy line             
 

 Does not sit flat when laid on its boƩom side—leans 

 Can aƩach to a wide range of surfaces 

 Tolerates colder and deeper water than zebra mussels 

Approximate actual size  

(1.5 cm) 

Approximate actual size  

(2.0 cm)  

Invasive Freshwater Mussels 

 

Remove plankton from water via filter      

feeding. Less food for other animals in the 

food web.  Animals starve to death. 

Outcompete naƟve species for limited resources. 

Less habitat for naƟves. 

AƩach to naƟve animals,  

killing them. Less biodiversity 

(variety of species). 

Clog water and industrial pipes. 

Foul boat hulls and motors. 

Sharp mussels make beaches 

dangerous for swimmers. 

Increase contaminants and 

bacteria in our drinking water.  

Nega ve impacts of invasive mussels 

Increase water clarity, 

which encourages growth 

of harmful algae blooms. 

Decrease dissolved oxygen 

(DO). Fish suffocate. 

10 Trillion  

700,000  

1988  

1989  

1 Million  

1  

The number of mussels that 

can occupy one square meter. 

The number of eggs a single zebra 

mussel can produce in one year. 

The esƟmated number of invasive    

mussels in the Great Lakes (as of 2015). 

The number of liters of water a      

single mussel can filter in one day.  

The year quagga mussels were   

first idenƟfied in Lake Erie. 

The year zebra mussels were      

first idenƟfied in North America. 

Zebra Mussel  

(Dreissena polymorpha) 

 AlternaƟng dark and light bands in a 

      zigzag paƩern 

 “D” shaped triangular shell 

 Two halves of  shell form                                

a straight line  

 Sits flat when laid on its 

boƩom side 

 Prefers to aƩach to firm surfaces 

Boaters can help 

stop the spread of 

invasive mussels by 

cleaning their boats 

and gear.  



Brown Bullhead 

 Yellowish‐brown with moƩled sides 

 Dark brown barbels (whiskers) 

 Straight caudal (tail) fin 

 Size: up to 21 in. 

Channel Ca ish 

 White to grey barbels 

 Blue‐black back 

 May have scaƩered dark spots 

 Size: up to 50 in. 

Bluegill 

 Small mouth, dark spot behind 
eye 

 Color ranges from olive to blue to 
back; white to yellow below 

 Breeding male has blue head and 
orange belly 

 Size: up to 16.25 in. 

Pumpkinseed 

 Red/orange spot behind eye 

 Wavy blue lines on cheek 

 Olive green back and side with 
yellow flecks 

 Size: up to 16 in. 

Yellow Perch 

 Forked caudal fin 

 Green‐brown verƟcal stripes 

 Yellow body; yellow‐red fins 

 Size: up to 16 in. 

Walleye 

 Huge mouth with large 
teeth 

 Opaque silver eye 

 Yellow‐olive body with  
greyish bands 

 Size: up to 36 in. 

Bluntnose Minnow 

 Blunt snout 

 Black spot on caudal fin 

 Light tan/olive color above,    
light belly 

 Size: up to 4.25 in. 

Golden Shiner 

 Upturned mouth; pointed snout 

 Curved lateral line (line along 
length of body) 

 Range from silver to gold in  
color 

 Size: up to 12 in. 

White Sucker 

 Lower lip twice as thick as upper 

 Lips on lower part of snout 

 Dark grey to brown above, light 
belly 

 Size: up to 25 in. 

Fish of the Buffalo River 

Smallmouth Bass 

 Red eye 

 Dark brown 
spots or bars 
along sides 

 Size: up to 27.25 
in. 

Largemouth Bass 

 Upper jaw extends 
past eye 

 Silver to brassy  
color with dark 
stripes  

 Size: up to 38 in. 

Caudal Peduncle 
(Operculum) 

Spines 

Brown Trout 

 Red and black spots 

 Yellow‐brown above, white 
to  yellow below 

 Size: up to 40.5 in. 

Parts of a Fish 
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